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❑ Felony murder
▪ Nationally: 25% of homicides

▪ Minnesota: One-third of individuals incarcerated for 
homicide

❑ 473 Individuals:
▪ Offenses committed from 1982 to 2020

▪ Sentences imposed from 1984 to 2020

❑ Convicted under the following statutes: 
▪ 1st Degree Murder (25%)

▪ 2nd Degree Murder (74%)

▪ 3rd Degree Murder or Manslaughter (<1%)

Currently Incarcerated



Sex and Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Female Male Total

White/non-Hispanic 38% 24% 25%

Black or African American 35% 55% 54%

American Indian or Alaskan Native 19% 9% 10%

Asian American or Pacific Islander 0% 4% 4%

Hispanic/Latino/a 8% 7% 7%

Total 100%
(37)

100%
(436)

100%
(473)



Age at Time of Offense
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Average Age: 26 
Range: 14 to 63



Age & Race/Ethnicity
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Maximum Sentence Duration
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Maximum Sentence Duration by Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Average Maximum Number of Months 
(LWOP Excluded)

White/non-Hispanic 278 months
(23.2 years)

Black or African American 286 months
(23.8 years)

American Indian or Alaskan 
Native 

300 months
(25.0 years)

Asian American or Pacific 
Islander

320 months
(26.7 years)

Hispanic/Latino/a 314 months
(26.2 years)



Characteristics of Persons Serving LWOP

Of 30 individuals: 

- Most are Black or African American (19 out of 30)

- Ranged from 19 to 57 years of age at time of offense (average 
age 26) 

- Most are from Hennepin and Ramsey Counties (19 out of 30)

- Most convicted under 609.185(a)(1) (25 out of 30)



Judicial District

District Percentage

First 7%

Second 19%

Third 3%

Fourth 45%

Fifth 3%

Sixth 4%

Seventh 5%

Eighth 2%

Ninth 5%

Tenth 6%



❑ 216 Individuals:
▪ Committed over the years 2014 to 2020

▪ Offenses committed from 1987 to 2020

❑ Convicted under the following statutes: 
▪ 1st Degree Murder (10%)

▪ 2nd Degree Murder (89%)

▪ 3rd Degree Murder or Manslaughter (<1%)

Recent Commitments



Recent Commits: Sex and Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Female Male Total

White/non-Hispanic 39% 29% 30%

Black or African American 29% 59% 55%

American Indian or Alaskan Native 21% 6% 8%

Asian American or Pacific Islander 0% 3% 2%

Hispanic/Latino/a 11% 4% 5%

Total 100%
(28)

100%
(188)

100%
(216)



Recent Commits: Age at Time of Offense
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Recent Commits: Maximum Sentence Duration
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Recent Commits: Maximum Sentence Duration by 
Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity Average Maximum Number of Months 
(LWOP Excluded)

White/non-Hispanic 236 months
(19.6 years)

Black or African American 230 months
(19.1 years)

American Indian or Alaskan 
Native 

225 months
(18.8 years)

Asian American or Pacific 
Islander

285 months
(23.8 years)

Hispanic/Latino/a 281 months
(23.4 years)



Recent Commits: Judicial District

District Percentage

First 8%

Second 21%

Third 2%

Fourth 43%

Fifth 2%

Sixth 5%

Seventh 7%

Eighth 2%

Ninth 4%

Tenth 7%



Summary

- Most of these offenses fall under 2nd Degree Murder

- Persons serving time for these offenses are 
disproportionately:

- Black/African American and Indigenous

- Young (most under 30 at time of offense), but getting older

- These sentences are long; most topping 15 years
- Trending shorter in recent years

- Most of these commitments are coming from the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area

- Almost 80% in recent years



Questions?


